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At the end of March, a Havana court sentenced Otto Rodriguez Llerena to death for his role in the
1997 terrorist bombings in Cuba. He is the second Salvadoran to be convicted and sentenced to
death in connection with the bombings (see NotiCen, 1999-03-25). There is some indication that
President Fidel Castro will consider commuting the two sentences. Castro has laid much of the
responsibility for the terrorist acts on the US government and exile organizations. Rodriguez Llerena
was arrested last June trying to enter Cuba through the Jose Marti airport with explosives. He later
confessed to planting a bomb in the Melia-Cohiba hotel in Havana.
Following the convictions, El Salvador's President Armando Calderon Sol promised to intercede
on behalf of both men. Miguel Montenegro, director of the Comision de Derechos Humanos de El
Salvador, asked the Cuban government "to respect the life of Rodriguez."
Deputies from both the governing Alianza Republicana Nacionalista (ARENA) and the major
opposition Farabundo Marti para la Liberacion Nacional (FMLN) also asked that the sentence be
commuted to a prison term. Because of the high crime rate in El Salvador, Calderon Sol and ARENA
deputies have proposed enacting the death penalty (see NotiCen, 1998-09-17), but since the bombing
trial they have backed away from the proposal. Because El Salvador does not have diplomatic
relations with Cuba, the president had to make overtures to Castro through Mexico. But during a
meeting with Calderon Sol at the April 16-18 summit of the Association of Caribbean States (ACS),
Castro promised to review the two cases.
At a press conference, the Salvadoran president said Castro offered to review the matter with
"responsibility and objectivity" if the sentence reaches the Council of State on appeal. Castro
heads the council. Castro and other high officials have repeatedly accused the Miami-based
Cuban American National Foundation (CANF) of sponsoring the bombing campaign and the
US government of failing to act against terrorists. At the trials, Cuban security officers testified
that US officials had gone to Havana last August and were given evidence pertaining to CANF's
involvement in the bombings.
Castro said the failure of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) to act on the evidence and put a
stop to terrorism showed either "previous knowledge or tolerance" of CANF's terrorist activities.
The Miami Herald reported that the material turned over to the FBI included information on
seven Cuban exiles indicted in Puerto Rico on charges of attempting to assassinate Castro (see
NotiCen, 1998-09-03, NotiCen, 1999-02-04). Three months after receiving the material, Washington
told Havana the FBI was ready to meet with Cuban officials again to review the results of their
investigation, but nothing was heard from Havana.
The Herald quoted an FBI official who said Cuba had not followed up on the matter since last
December. "We've acted in good faith from the beginning," said the official. "We told them in
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December that we were ready to meet again," he said. "But we heard nothing, until they started
accusing us of doing nothing." When asked how good the evidence was, the official said, "I would
guess this was nothing dramatic, or we would have taken action immediately."

Salvadoran government will investigate Posada Carriles
In a related matter, the Salvadoran government announced in late March that Attorney General
Manuel Cordova would investigate the activities in El Salvador of anti-Castro terrorist Luis Posada
Carriles. Cuban prosecutors charged that Posada Carriles recruited Cruz Leon and Rodriguez
Llerena to carry out the bombings in Cuba. Posada Carriles entered the country on a passport under
the name Ramon Ignacio Medina. During the bombing trials, prosecutors showed a video taken of
him in San Salvador.
The Salvadoran government first reacted with indignation and promised to investigate Cuban
"spying." But Cordova now says the investigation will examine the Cuban charges and that Posada
Carriles could be charged with conspiracy. Posada Carriles, a former Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) operative, is a fugitive, having escaped a Venezuelan prison in 1985, where he was being held
for blowing up a Cubana de Aviacion plane in 1976 killing 73 passengers (see Update, 1986-11-05). A
Miami Herald report said he has been living openly in Central America for 13 years and has worked
for the governments of El Salvador and Guatemala, despite his status as a fugitive. [Source: The
Miami Herald, 03/24/99; Notimex, 03/23/99, 03/26/99, 03/30/99, 03/31/99; Agence France-Presse,
03/31/99; Associated Press, 03/16/99, 04/15/99; El Diario de Hoy (El Salvador), 04/15/99]
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